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round fniits. dark green with faint
lighter green striping, and bright
pink flesh. They require 78 days to
mature.

Luscious Golden Sweet is medium-
larse. longer than broad, with a
^olden-yellow flesh and dark-green
rind. It'requires 83 days to mature.

Tom \Vatson, an exceptionally
large, dark-green melon with deep-
criinson flesh and brown seeds, which
requires 95 days to mature, is a fav-
orite in the South.

Kleckley's Sweets are medium-
sized, long, oval-shaped melons, with
a bluish-green color, dark-red flesh,
and white seeds, requiring 85 days to
mature.

Dixie Queen is medium to large,
light-green with dark-green longi-
tudinal stripes, and shaped like Stone
Mountain, The flesh is deep-red with
small white seeds. It matures in 90
days.

There are many other varieties
that might be mentioned. The small
ones are for the North, while the old
standards are the southern varieties
that have been in cultivation for
many years. The following should
be tried in the home garden in addi-
tion to the above-mentioned varie-
ties: Halbert Honey, long and slen-
der, of excellent quality, and matur-
ing in 87 days; Early Kansas, roundj
medium to large, with reddish seeds,
and maturing in 85 days; and three
varieties of Klondikes, which differ
slightly in size, in color of seeds
(brown or black), and in color of
rind (either clear or striped).

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS:
The watermelon grows best and sets
most fruit on a sandy loam-soil in the
northern states, but also on loams in
tiie longer-season regions. The soil

must be well drained and should not
be too fertile from the standpoint of
nitrogen, as this wil! grow a luxuri-
ant vine with \ery few fruits. The
plant is not particular about the lime-
content of the soil. The yield of mel-
ons is in direct proportion to the
number of crovring da>s in the sea-
son. The shorter the season the
smaller the tonnage.

CULTURAL DmECTioNs: In the short-
season locality, the seeds may be
planted in veneer bands or pots in-
doors and the plants set into the sar-
den when the soil has warmed Cold
soils and cold winds are not condu-
cive to good watermelons. Sandy
soils are warm soils. In a long season,
the plants can be grown from seed
sown directly in the garden, in hills
which should be placed 4. by 4 or 4 by
6 feet apart for the small varieties and
as much as 10 by 10 feet apart for
the large varieties. Eight or ten seeds
are planted in each hill and the seed-
lings are thinned to three or four
after they are well established. Well-
decornposed manure should be
placed under the hills in preparing
the soil for the plants. Liquid fer-
tilizer can be used to side-dress the
plants when manure is not available.
Weeds should be kept down until the
plants cover the ground.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: Practically
the same diseases and insects that
attack other melons (which see) are
apt to be present on the watermelon,
and the same controls apply.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS : It
usually is not very practical to grow
watermelons in the kitchen garden
nnWg there is sufficient room for
them to spread. The plants must be